2024 DECEMBER SEMIANNUAL TRAINING

WEEK 23 

DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

First John 3 1 

Behold what manner of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and we are. Because of this the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.

Ephesians 5 1 

Be therefore imitators of God, as beloved children.

Paul’s word in Ephesians 5 1 is an imperative, a command. He commands us to be imitators of God. What a glorious fact that since we are His beloved children, we can be imitators of God! As the children of God, we have His life and nature. We imitate God not by our natural life but by His divine life. It is by our Father’s divine life that we, His children, can be perfect as He is.

According to the New Testament, the believers in Christ are children of God. As God’s children, we have God’s life. John 1 13 says that we have been born of God. To be born of God is to have the life of God. Furthermore, second Peter 1 4 says that we are partakers of the divine nature. Because we have the divine life and the divine nature, we can be imitators of God. Imitating God in this way is much different from training a monkey to imitate a man. A monkey does not have the human life or the human nature. But we have the divine life and the divine nature. Therefore, we can be imitators of God. 


Today's Reading

The believers in Christ are children of God. First John 3 1 says, Behold what manner of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and we are. Children of God here corresponds to begotten of Him in 2 29. We have been begotten of the Father, the source of life, to be the children of God. Surely it is the greatest wonder in the universe that human beings could be begotten of God and sinners could be made children of God. 

Through such an amazing divine birth we have received the divine life, the eternal life. This life, obtained from God through regeneration, enables us to be God’s children. This life is the authority for us to be children of God. The Spirit witnesses with our spirit that we who once were children of the devil are now the children of God. Even at times when we are weak or backsliding we still have the deep conviction that we are children of God, for once we have been born of God we are His children forever.

John 1 12 and 13 say, As many as received Him, to them He gave authority to become children of God, to those who believe into His name, who were begotten not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. Here we see that the children of God have been begotten of God, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man. Blood here signifies the physical life; the will of the flesh denotes the will of fallen man after man became flesh; and the will of man refers to the will of man created by God. When we became children of God, we were not born of our physical life, our fallen life, or our created life, we were born of God, the uncreated life. For human beings to become children of God is for them to be born of God to have the divine life and nature. Because regeneration causes us to be born of God, it automatically causes us to become children of God and to have a relationship of life with God.

It surely is a mystery that we have been born of God. That we have been created by God is commonly admitted. But to say that God is our Father and that we therefore have His life and nature is to make a great claim. Nevertheless, it is an amazing fact that God is really our Father. And He is not our adopted father or our father in law, but the One who has given us His life that we may be His genuine children in life.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The believers become children of God through their receiving of the Son of God by believing into His name. The authority to be God’s children is Christ Himself as life to us. Having received the Lord Jesus by believing in Him, we have been born of God and now are children of God. 


This is the end of Today’s Morning Revival  
